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Two women photographers who have roamed Africa’s remotest parts for four decades have published perhaps their most stunning book
yet, capturing seldom-seen dances and ceremonies
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PENDE MUTHATHO MASHK, DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO Performers in ‘angry masks’ wearing netted

raffia ir audience.

Where d

it Tser getea] manmer you'd e fegiven for mistaking Caml

Beckwith for an elegont sockety hestess wha spemds ber time

rganisii sivdes damd charity balls. In reality sle’s ome haif of
antn teit el privtogragtie cu i bave trayelled o sonme ol
Alrica’s most inaceessible places 10 document the continent's
vankshing ceremo urmore than 40 years Beckwith and
her parimer Angela Fisher have captured rites of pas:
the ather traditions in 44 couniries acriss the continent, Their
Tatest pesect, Africin Twilight, is o two-volune masterpiece of
milndl Blowing photegraphs and sccompanying fext tht toek
14 years w el

I e course uf thelr wodk die v have toed polbtical apheay: f
Thresnts 1o feeir livees, They once anganised @ e train of VG animats fea tip o Samealand in Ethiopia,
travelling up and down 2000m-high mountains near the border of Sudan for six days “When we arived in
(he first remote viilage. the women came sl [0 meet us and some ofthem had never seen 2 white wanman, We
were deeply tosehed by how wartsly they greeted us "

This trip had o frightening elimox, At the end of thetr five- week stoy, they learnt of a plan to ambizsh their
sl frain. "W had broken a candinal rube in Sormea society — all Surma mast be treated equally — and we had
skrgbedd o0t threee vEllgees ol 250 people i work with, vt of s ozl populaton of 14,006,

S0 thetr gubde invited all the Surma chiefs i a goat roast at (selr carmp and the phoegraphers asked them
at the end ol the East if they would do the wornen the honoar of escorting them ont of the reglon — at 3amin
the miopming, The chiels sireed. Al sunrise we spotied Surma warriors hidden Righ op in (e brancles of irees
pabnting thelr Kalashikay riftes atus. Bur they were so awed by this procession of chiefs thist they did ot fire
and we reached the boeder i salen)

Thse Kuiba Kingdom in the Democratic Hepublic of Cony
el cerepmailes tat were nomally hebd in secrec

closed e rs, severe deaugly

famous for its carving traditions - imvited them
an hanil it breen plotographet since the 15705,
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ENOKO WUTEH MASGUERADER, BENIN Dancers from the Uteh cammunity wear thess red-feathered masks

to pay hamage to the oba, orhead of state, of Benin. They also attach raffia rattle’ pods to their legs.

nce was born

By NAIMNE DREYER

The women came
oul ... Some of them
had never seena
white woman. We
were touched In
how warmly they
greeted us

Alter three weeks un this assigrment they were ok, doe o elections in the country, that there could be
dunger at the akrport In Kinshasa and they had to get ot quic

“Wie gt back o Kinstiass sl when Wwe Wete €0 rnte 0 Qe sirpon we gorcaught in a traffic o aml
preaprbe st gk craey” Beckwitl swid, S owe g et el e e with oo Tuggage and staried walking,
Trattitional women came aroumad us 10 pretect s from bandits on the mad. We walked out of the tratiic jpm
and then flagged down a vehick t get us to the tenmninal *

Thay ahwarys iyt st 500wl f Bl Tocal dialect. Wik dhs (s By writing he wonls on ot
hanids so that we can lonk st people and kind of glanse down st our hand and peek. and feel vory comioriable
s conversing with uene. Pyen if e comversaion & very simphe. 1056t on e land and the words go down
the grm as e days progress*

Sonme of the o they 1 have never been |
estimate tat 40 of these Finls o snly exist in the pages of their bonks. “0ver the vears, we have had o
20 Narther and deeper into Alidca o find ceremonies har were really il intact”

Bueckuwith and Fisher abways try t show thelr images tothe people they photagraph, = The problem with
gETing prhotogrags Fack into Sodin is thi thens w war for 30 years. Caral il Fhad dose a very big
shoot with the Dinka people in Sudan, Tt we conldn’ get ,” Finher saic] in an interview once, "Once the.
harders apened we declded in g0 hack in again. We went down o the Nile swampiands, s we famd all the
preople teat we'd been working with ne of them wasan chier Who had never seen himself in a misoe “He
s Baling aal Tl 0 vears sy as a mmsonme wirrir, and be was s nved,”

Ty have learmt a ko on thelr raveks: the benefit of knowbedy w the
next; the impartance of ekders sharing thekr wisdom: the valne of rites of passage that define and tesch us
il 38 expecied at each stage of like.

i thebr first trip together they enemmtered the Wodaahe people of Mger. “We rravelled with them by
dankey wid camel lor six wesks. We Hyved off one calalxash of milk aday ad when we grew tiresd o impatient
e b fotirney; ote Wisdaabe ehie] would say % us: She wiio can'l beas D snseke will sever g o the

phied befre and the two photographers
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RAFFIA HARVEST MASIK. BURKINA
FASC People In milet-stalk masks frem
the willage of Balavé dance to the
accompanimant of rapid drumming.

YORUBAVOODOO MASK. BURKINA
FASO This spinning zanghoty maskis
ansigned guardians wha guide it arsand
the village. According to legend there is no
e ingide the whitiing mask excapt night
spirits. Those wearing the masks served as
night watchmen and traditionally acted as
anunofiicial pelice force, wandering the
streetsto detect thieves.

WARRICR OF THE
NYANG NYANG
SOCIETY CAMEROON
Myang Myang society
members ol the Fongsu
kingdlam blacken their
bodies with charc oal and
wil Once mashed in this
guiwe they chanpwl
ancestral forces toterrify
the enemy and banish evil
spirits, They also carry the
blackeaed homs ofthe
forest antalape, the bonga,
i : o protect the Cameroon

g ¥ : reyal kingdam.
- ' Rrod

WODAABE MAN PREPARING FOR CHARM DANCE MIDER A

PENDE TALL MEN WALKING' STILT Wodanhe man

DANCERS, GUNGU, DEMOCRATIC X T N
REPUBLIC OF CONGO Thesestilt yellaw povder ta lighten the face; g k highig!
RS o 6 A A whiteness of the teeth and eyes: and & painted line from forehead te
the community, e o e ose. Th yemt sty

his wasciline beanty.

SALEIMAASAI THE
MANYATTA, TANZANIA Salel Maasal warrlars arrive at the ‘sunota’

Ll passage

SALAMPASU
WARRIOR,
DEMOCRATIC
REPUBLIC OF THE
CONGD Onlya
warrior whe has
Ailled an enemy or
cammittod o brave
act has the right ta
wears this mask.

“Alrican Twthght. The yanising Rituslz ard Cerermones ol the &frican Continnt
ished by R

P A ional the
onat THE Gabery in Cape Tawn urtil Febrary 28, Carc Backaith
e willgive 3 walkabot ared talk thers an Febeaary 9, 15 and 16




